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Johann W
olfgang von Goethe 
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*28
th August 1749 – †22

nd M
arch 1832   

The greatest Germ
an poet, dram

atist, phi-
losopher, lawyer, hum

anist and politician. 
He loved travelling to Bohem

ia, in particu-
lar to the spa towns of Karlovy Vary, Teplice, 
M

ariánské Lázně. As an old m
an he experi-

enced the last love of his life in M
ariánské 

Lázně with the 17-year-old Ulrika von Le-
vetzow. They first m

et in 1821 when Goethe 
was 72 years old. In 1823, the poet asked 
Ulrika for her hand in m

arriage but she turned 
him

 down“. He expressed his disappointm
ent 

in the poem
 „M

ariánské Lázně Elegy“.  He 
died at the age of 83 after catching a cold 
while out horseriding.

M
ark Twain 
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* 30
th Novem

ber 1835 – † 21
st April 1910

Am
erican journalist, writer and hum

ourist. 
His m

ost fam
ous works are The Adventures of 

Tom
 Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. He visited 

M
ariánské Lázně in the sum

m
er of 1891 and 

described life at the spa and the treatm
ents 

he underwent with a dose of hum
our.  In the 

last year of Twain’s life his fam
e grew but his 

satire and hum
our turned bitter. The reason 

for this was a lack of success in his private 
life, personal tragedies, the failure of his 
business dealings and the death of his wife 
and both daughters. He was active in de-
nouncing the expansion of im

perialism
, but 

slowly lost his optim
ism

. 

Franz Kafka 
3

50.0257197N, 12.6691858E

* 3
rd July 1883 – † 3

rd June 1924
Kafka was a Prague author of Jewish origin 
who wrote in Germ

an. During his lifetim
e his 

works were virtually unknown – they were 
only appreciated after his death. In 1916 
he spent several unhappy days in M

ariánské 
Lázně with his fiancée. Today his works are re-
garded as classics of 20th-century literature 
and Kafka is considered one of the greatest 
literary figures of all tim

e. His books show his 
personal m

ental divisiveness and feelings 
of exclusion and isolation, keys m

otifs in his 
works. 

M
iroslav Horníček 
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*10
th Novem

ber 1918 – †15
th February 2003

Czech actor, writer, dram
atist, director, artist 

and theatre scholar. He travelled to M
arián-

ské Lázně to visit his friends and would stay 
at the Hotel Svoboda. One of his literary 
works is called Confessions in M

ariánské 
Lázně in June and June in M

ariánské Lázně. 
In 1986, for the opening of the Singing Foun-
tain he wrote a special piece in the form

 of 
a letter called A Letter to the Fountain. 

Ivan Alexandrovič Gončarov 
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* 6
th June 1812 – † 18

th June 1891
Russian novelist, literary critic and a repre-
sentative of critical realism

. He began his 
literary career while still at university. His 
novels are exceptional for their expressive 
m

oderation, lyricism
 when describing nature 

and a m
asterful ability to describe seem

ingly 
uninteresting things. He was a traveller, sail-
ing aboard the warship Pallada on a journey 
around the world between 1852 and 1854. 
He visited M

ariánské Lázně several tim
es and 

found inspiration for his works here.

Josef Dobrovský 
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* 17
th August 1753 – † 6

th January 1829
A leading figure in the Czech National Reviv-
al, a leading Bohem

ist, Orientalist and liter-
ary and church historian. He was a deeply 
religious person, even earning the nicknam

e 
“the blue abbot”, after the blue coat he used 
to wear. He visited the town with the Nostitz 
fam

ily. 

M
axim

 Gorkij 
7
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* 28
th August 1868 – † 18

th June 1936
Russian writer and a pioneer of socialist real-
ism

. In his works Gorky illustrates an elem
en-

tary talent and his close relationship with 
the landscape of the Volga region. The m

ain 
colonnade in M

ariánské Lázně was nam
ed in 

honour of the visits this fam
ous writer m

ade 
to the town.
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